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Spain and Cuba

Cuba, an island only 90 miles from the coast of 
Florida, was one of the last of Spain’s colonial 
possessions in Latin America.  Cubans were heavily 
taxed and treated harshly under Spanish rule.  In 
1894, Cubans rebelled against Spain to obtain their 
independence.  The Spanish army sent to Cuba 
used brutal force to put down the rebellion.  The 
American public was shocked at this treatment and 
pressured the President and Congress to step in.  
Several factors finally led the U.S. to go to war with 
Spain.



Geography: The Big Picture



Causes of the Spanish-American War

A. Humanitarian Concerns:  

Many Americans felt they had a moral 
obligation to help the Cuban people in their 
struggle for independence from Spain.



Spanish Re-concentration Policy



Perspectives



Causes:

B. Yellow Journalism.

Newspapers sensationalized news events to sell 
more copies. In the 1890s, the New York World 
and the New York Journal distorted the news 
from Cuba with exaggerated stories of atrocities.



Yellow Journalism



Yellow Journalism



Causes:

C.  Economic Interests.   

Many leaders within the American government 
wanted to protect the $50 million Americans 
had invested in Cuba and to prevent further 
interruption of U.S. trade with Cuba.



US Economic Interests in Cuba: Sugar

• Cuba's economy became even more closely linked with that of the 
United States than it had been earlier in the century. 

• Due to a sharp drop of sugar prices that took place from early 1884, 
the old Cuban "sugar nobility," unable to mechanize and cut costs, 
began to disintegrate and lose its dominant role in the island's 
economy and society. This facilitated U.S. penetration of the Cuban 
economy. Sugar estates and mining interests passed from Spanish 
and Cuban to U.S. hands, and it was U.S. capital, machinery and 
technicians that helped to save the sugar mills that remained 
competitive with European beet sugar. 

• Furthermore, as the dependence of Cuban sugar on the U.S. market 
increased, the Cuban sugar producers were more and more at the 
mercy of the U.S. refiners to whom they sold their raw sugar. In 
1894 nearly 90 percent of Cuba's exports went to the United 
States, which in turn provided Cuba with 38 percent of its imports. 



Causes cont.

D. De Lome Letter.

The Spanish ambassador to the US, De Lome, 
called president McKinley weak in a private 
letter that was published in the press.  This 
inflamed American public opinion against Spain.



Causes cont.

E. Sinking of the Maine.

The US battleship Maine was blown up in Cuba’s 
Havana harbor.  The press blamed the explosion 
on Spanish sabotage, further enraging public 
opinion.



Yellow Journalism



The War Strategy



Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough Riders



What can you conclude about the US 
military based on this picture?



Battle of Manila Bay



Results of the War

The Spanish-American War lasted only four 
months.  US forces defeated Spain in August, 
1898.  In the peace treaty signed in December, 
Spain agreed to set Cuba free.  



Results of the Spanish-American War

• The Spanish-American war marked a turning 
point in US foreign policy.

• The US quickly defeated Spain and acquired the 
Philippines and Guam (both in the Pacific) and 
Puerto Rico (in the Caribbean) as a result of the 
war.

• Officially, Cuba became independent, but in 
reality the US took control over Cuban affairs.  

• The United States changed from being a nation 
without colonies to one that controlled an 
overseas empire.



Colonial Possessions of the US



Cuba

For a time, the US took control over Cuba.  It helped Cuba 
to build itself up and to form a new government.  In 1902, 
the US, acting according to the principles of the Teller 
Resolution, withdrew its troops from Cuba.
But the US continued to exert strong influence over 
Cuba. It pressured Cuba to accept the Platt Amendment.  
This allowed the US to decide Cuba’s foreign policy.  It 
also permitted the US to use troops to restore order and 
to protect American life and property if the need should 
arise.  Four times over the next 30 years, US troops were 
sent to Cuba.  Many Cubans resented the Platt 
Amendment and wanted to see an end to American 
involvement in Cuban affairs.



The Imperialist Problem

Is the US’ possession of colonies a betrayal of 
democratic principles? Why or why not?



Puerto Rico

What should be the future status of Puerto 
Rico?

Commonwealth:
Puerto Rico has 
been a US 
Commionwealth
for 100 years, and 
should continue in 
that position.  
Puerto Ricans are 
American citizens, 
free to move 
anywhere in the US 
that they wish.  In 
Puerto Rico they 
pay no federal tax, 
and they can serve 

Statehood:
If Puerto Rico 
becomes a state, 
its people will be 
able to vote in US 
elections, will be 
represented in 
Congress, and will 
receive more 
federal aid and 
other social 
services.  However, 
Puerto Ricans will 
have to pay federal 
taxes; businesses 

Independence;
Puerto Ricans 
identify strongly 
with their latin
American culture.


